What was the Halachic opinion
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I hereby confirm our conversation (wWhen we met before Yom Tov) regarding shaving machines. I recall
that I asked the following question to our Rebbe, the Gaon Rav Aharon Kotler, zt'l: Is it permissible to
use a shaving machine?... He [Rav Aharon Kotler] answered: “under no circumstances!” [may one use a
shaving machine]. I asked him if it is a “chumrah”. He replied that this [the prohibition] is strictly
prohibited by halacha (“meikar hadin”). (Rav Eli Dov Wachtfogel)
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“The bottom line is — that even at the end of his life [HaGaon Rav Aharon Kotler zt”1] was [still] of the
opinion that electric shavers should not be used” (Testimony of leading disciples, published in Sefer Hadras
Ponim Zokon, pgs. 352-353).
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“Anyone aware of the severity of this transgression and its punishment will keep far away from these
machines. I am sure that if we will explain the problems involved, and present the opinions of the
outstanding authorities of our time who ruled that shaving machines are prohibited (including the
saintly Chofetz Chayim, Chazon Ish and the saintly Rabbi Aharon Kotler, of blessed memory), then
anyone with the slightest degree of Yiras Shomayim will keep far away from these machines and totally
avoid their use.” (Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch)

For a comprehensive treatment of this subject see:
Sefer Hadras Ponim—Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener / The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in Halachic Perspective /
Featuring the endorsements of the leading Halachic authorities of our times / App. 900 pages (in enlarged third edition)




