IF THE WRITER HAD ONLY SEEN WHAT
THE TZEMACH TZEDEK WROTE...
The Response of the Minchas Elozor [of Munkatch] zt’l
concerning a Rov who challenged the opinion
of the Tzemach Tzedek zt’l regarding
THE HALACHIC PROHIBITION OF
CUTTING THE BEARD WITH A SCISSORS
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Many Gedolim [great Halachic authorities] and Poskim are of the opinion that
[cutting the beard] with scissors .. is prohibited.. The latest such authority (and most
cherished) is the Gaon of Lubavitch, zt”l, in Shaalos U’Teshuvos Tzemach Tzedek (Yoreh
Deah, section 93), where he explains at length and with great profundity the Halachic
prohibition of cutting the beard with scissors..
Concerning those who write to dispute the Halachic position of the Tzemach
Tzedek by maintaining that surely it was not meant as a Halachic ruling... what can I do if
he does not realize who is the one stating this — that it is the Tzemach Tzedek by the holy
Gaon of Lubavitch, zt”l, who was close to our generation (prince of the Torah, Torah
leader of the Jewish people, grandson and disciple of the holy Gaon, the Rav, author of
the Tanya, zt”l)?
...Moreover, in the actual subject itself, he [the disputant] is groping like a blind
man at noon against the bright luminary of the sun — the words of the Tzemach
Tzedek... He has absolutely not even seen the Teshuva (Halachic responsum), section
93 in the above-mentioned Tzemach Tzedek, which stretches over eight large folio pages
overflowing with Halachic depth concerning the prohibition of cutting the beard — look
it up there.
...The last disputant, with his words against the Tzemach Tzedek by the holy Gaon
of Lubavitch, zt”l... trembling took hold of me that he has reviled the words of the Living
G-d and the Gaon, the pride and saint of the Jewish people, leader of all Jews in the
Diaspora, zt”l... [The disputant] ought to grovel in the dust and beg for forgiveness,
and then, after doing all that, perhaps [he will be forgiven]...
Let us conclude with historical accounts of the righteous that we have heard and
know, that the holy Gaon, author of the Tzemach Tzedek, was ready to give up his life
[Mesiras Nefesh] for this matter at the palace of Czar Nicholas I...
Minchas Eluzar II, section 48
For a comprehensive treatment of this subject, see:
Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener / The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in Halachic Perspective
Published with the Endorsements of the Leading Halachic Authorities of our Times / 900 pages (in expanded third edition)

