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Halachic Ruling 
Regarding 

Cutting the Beard 
By HaGaon Rav Yosef Rosen, z’l 

The Rogatchover Gaon 
Shaalos U’Teshuvos Tzafnas Paneach, Vol. 4, #258: 

“Concerning the prohibition of cutting the beard 
with scissors...in truth, I have explained at length that 
it is certainly a Biblical prohibition, just that lashes 
are not administered...it is definitely a Biblical 
prohibition...they should be very careful not to trim the 
beard, for this is an absolute prohibition...they should 
desist from doing so” 

For a comprehensive treatment of this subject see: 
Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener / The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in 

Halachic Perspective / Published with the endorsements of the Leading Halachic Authorities 
of our Times / 900 pages (in enlarged third edition) 


