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AANAAANAAANAAANAAANAAANAAANAAANAAAANANAANNY:

Can Someone Who Cuts His Beard Evoke the
13 Attributes of Divine Mercy?

As we approach the Days of Awe, the
Days of Judgment
Our Sages teach: "An
accuser cannot become a

defender.”

Can cutting one's beard coexist with
the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy?*

[The following are quotations from the sacred texts
Ahavas Yonason (Haftoras Vayikra) and Yaaros D'vash
(Vol. I, pp. 73a; 97a; Vol. Il, p. 37a), by the great Gaon
and universally accepted Posek, Rabbi Yonason
Eibeshutz (1690-1764), author of the classic halachic
texts K'raisi U'fleisi and Urim ViTumim]

3% "The thirteen points of the beard parallel the
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy. Those who trim
their beards with scissors damage the Thirteen
Attributes...."

3% "An accuser cannot become a defender.”
Woe to the fools! Why would they give up [their
portion in this] world and the world [to come]
for such foolishness...."

3% “| am amazed how they could be so bold to
proclaim the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy during
these days, calling out “HaShem, HaShem,”
which parallel the two pei'os and how much
more so, with regard to the other thirteen
attributes that are paralleled by the beard...."

3% "If a Jew grows his beard in a befitting
manner, [G-d looks upon him] with a merciful
countenance and He overlooks His attributes [of
judgment].... By contrast, one who shaves his
beard arouses a countenance of...."

3% "Anyone who has a beard appears in the
likeness of G-d.... And, by destroying his beard,
this fool and wanton hearted person lost his
image of G-d...."

3% "The beard is the sign of the covenant for
Israel.”

“Those who analyze and study the 7umim
in depth should also analyze carefully
[Rabbi Yonason’s] words in Yaaros
D’vash. For itis all one Torah” (Amudei
Arazim,p.51)

* "When we carry on our bodies the thirteen points of the
beard according to His mitzvos, we arouse the Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy above.... We have received all of this
through tradition from the sages of true wisdom in a
chain extending from Moses who heard this from the
Almighty" (B'nei Yissasscher, Maamar Chodesh Elul)
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For a comprehensive treatment of this subject, see: Sefer Hadras Ponim Zokon / by Rabbi Moshe Wiener /
The Cutting and Growth of the Beard in Halachic Perspective / Published with the endorsements of the
leading Halachic Authorities of our times / 1,045 pages (in expanded third edition)
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