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2. See Visions of the Rav: Highlights from the Life and Times of Moreinu HaGaon HaRav Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz
zt’l (published by the Mirrer Yeshiva) where we find (Ch. 1, p. 28) Rav Kalmanowitz quoted as saying that the reason
the bachurim in Slabodka removed their beards was (not for reasons of yiras Shamayim that should be emulated, but
just the opposite), because —

“Western influences had infiltrated the Yeshivos of that time, making ... beardless faces the norm .... Rav Kalmanowitz
therefore refused to shave, and the Roshei Yeshivah and his friends respected him for it.”

The same quotation appears in A Blazing Light in the Darkness: Rabbi Avrohom Kalmanowitz, Gaon in Torah, Hatzalah
legend and Torah Builder (published by ArtScroll/Mesorah Publications; May, 2019), ch. 1, p. 40.
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4. See there, where it is explained that the Gadlus HaOdom philosophy was intended as a response to the propaganda
of the maskilim (i.e., that yeshiva students were unsophisticated boors lacking all refinement). It was intended to raise
the status of Torah learning by cultivating intellectual sophistication, precision in speech and manners, and fashionable
dress and grooming. In this way, the talmidim would begin to view themselves (and would be viewed by others) as
an elite group of young leaders and the creme of Jewish society. However, this approach is certainly not relevant
in our present-day society. “Our circumstances are very different...stylish dress will not attract the masses of non-
observant Jews, and whereas Eastern European styles were set by aristocrats, today’s trend-setters tend to be pop-
culture celebrities whose styles are hardly models for Bnei Torah to emulate. Since fashionably dressed yeshiva students
are unlikely to influence the non-observant (and interestingly, many potential baalei teshuvah are particularly attracted
to Jews who eschew modern dress), the trend has moved in the opposite direction, using clothing to help maintain a
separate Charedi group identity.”
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Avraham Kariv, “Lithuania, Land of My Birth” [1967]

721710702 07N nwa Ton) NYMYND AN AWN 27 1IN Sw 1PNIMOT
YT 0N 121 YW PA2Ma T NYN 1M pXYb nawra Y .pon 7Yna pxvoy oo
P71 102 PNYK PIX? 127 N2W? WRID 17170, V70T MW Mty 1IN 70 0w xon
(MW ww DyaINn aYyny qwna

“My father, too, was not a well man. When | was very young, | saw my father as tall and
handsome - tall by European standards of that day and age - with a nice full beard. At
home, in Europe, few people ever shaved their beards...My father had, as | said, a full,
fine beard and that added to his handsome stature. Those were my memories of him
from when | was just a five-year-old [in the year 1893]" (Rebbe: The Memoirs of Rav Moshe
Aharon Poleyeff zt’l ; Brooklyn, NY : Rabbi Yisroel Poleyeff, 1995; Derived from translations of taped
conversations in Yiddish between the author and his father between 1962 and 1966).
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11. https://www.yutorah.org/sidebar/lecturedata/1147095/History-of-Eastern-European-YeshivotMirSeptember-8
beginning at 73:25.

12. In a personal correspondence dated 9/8/2025, Rav Rakeffet confirmed this account and added the following details:
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The Caroline and Joseph Gruss Institute A"y IR NODIAMN NS DY

Yeshiva University in Israel D172 01 NP 1oN
40 Duvdevani Street, Jerusalem 9641423 v 580358364

From the Desk of Aaron Rakeffet, RIETS Israel Kollel

Regarding Lakewood, what | recall is that Rav Aharon did not permit shaving with an
electric shaver. Rav Moshe did permit it. There were many students in Lakewood who
did shave. Not to offend the Rosh Yeshiva, some students stood guard so they could
warn their friends who were shaving if Rav Aharon was coming up the steps to his
bedroom. They did not want to offend him, hearing the noise made by the shaver. It may
very well be that Rav Aharon knew that students were shaving in accordance with the
psak of Rav Moshe. Nevertheless, the students did not want to create a situation where
the Rosh Yeshiva would feel uncomfortable. Although many generations have passed
since | was a student in Lakewood, | am confident that this is a correct description of
what took place at that time.
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